

Adopted 5/9/17


Introduced by Council Members Morgan, Crescimbeni and Gulliford and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Newby, Wilson, Love, R. Gaffney, Hazouri and Ferraro: 



RESOLUTION 2017-334-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING KONA SKATEPARK ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF OPERATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Kona Skatepark was constructed between February and June of 1977, opening on June 4, 1977 with little original fanfare, but hosted many of the world’s best skaters for the 1978 USA Open Skateboarding Championship (the first time a professional skateboarding event on the East Coast attracted West Coast skaters) before a dip in the skateboard craze and financial problems caused the park to close in the fall of 1978; and


WHEREAS, on June 27, 1979 the modern history of Kona began with its purchase and re-opening by Martin and Helen Ramos, who resurrected the facility and set it on course for the success it enjoys today; and


WHEREAS, the first serious half-pipe at an American skate park was installed at Kona in 1980, skateboard legend Tony Hawk first skated in a competition at the facility in 1982 as a twelve-year-old, and more ramps were installed through the 1980s and early 1990s as the sport evolved from one of steep drops to more street and in-line skating; and

WHEREAS, current owner Martin Ramos, III took over as park owner/manager after his father’s passing and has grown Kona Skatepark into one of the iconic locations in the sport, regularly hosting the best skaters in the world for competitions and exhibitions; and

WHEREAS, the skatepark now features a street course of obstacles, jumps and grinding poles, has hosted Tony Hawk’s Gigantic Skatepark Tour, was featured in Hawk’s Pro Skater 4 video game in the early 2000s, and is more popular than ever with skaters of all abilities and interests, giving Jacksonville a prominent presence in the skating world both nationally and internationally; and

WHEREAS, Kona Skatepark is recognized by the Guinness Book of World Records as the “World’s Oldest Skatepark” and is celebrating its 40th anniversary of providing active fun to skaters of all ages from all walks of life with a wide range of activities, including: a celebration of International Go Skateboarding Day in Hemming Park on June 21st; Bowl Riders Open Qualifiers in all divisions on June 22nd with music and barbecue; Bowl Riders Cup Finals, slalom racing, legends events and the Florida Skateboard Hall of Fame on the 23rd and 24th; and I Heart Radio Day on the 25th with all-ages skating events, a best trick contest and a national music act; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates Kona Skatepark and its owner, Martin Ramos, III, on the 40th anniversary of the facility’s founding, and extends its best wishes for many more decades of healthy, active fun and entertainment.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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